Q&A with Prof. Rick Smardon
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry
1. What are the optimal times of day to get a full range of visual impacts? 

MID DAY BETWEEN 11AM UNTIL 2PM IS OPITIMAL TO AVOID TOO MUCH FRONTLIGHING OR BACKLIGHTING. THIS ALSO AVOIDS MORNING FOG SO THIS IS THE OPTIMALLY VISIBLE OR WORST CASE SCENARIO.

2. How many vantage points are needed to convey a realistic picture of visual impacts?

THIS DEPENDS ON HOW MANY CRITIAL VIEWPOINTS THERE ARE OF THE PROJECT , E.G. COASTAL VANTAGE POINTS AND WATER TRANSPORTATION ROUTES. I WOULD PROJECT THERE WILL BE BETWEEN 6 TO 10 CRITICAL VIEWPOINTS FROM WHICH SIMULATIONS AND ASSESSMENT SHOULD BE DONE.

3. Where could we access the text of the 1987 Thayer and Freeman study?

IT'S IN THE LANDSCAPE AND URBAN PLANNING JOUNRAL IN 1987 AS CITED:

Thayer, R. L. and C. M. Freeman/ 1987. Altamont: public perceptions of a wind energy landscape. Landscape and Urban Planning 14(1987): 379-396.

 THIS JOURNAL IS AVAILBLE HERE AT SUNY/ESF LIBRARY AND PROBABLY AT HARVARD AND UMASS, BOSTON LIBRARIES.

4. Do you have any information on how real estate values changed as a result of wind farm projects on land, such as in the midwest or in California.

I don't have anY data on real estate values in California or the Midwest. We might be able to get some values for the wind farm in Central New York - Fenner near Cazenovia.

